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1. I AGREE COMPLETELY WITH YOUR THOUGHT THAT THERE IS NO 
LONGER ANY REASON NOT TO RESPOND POSTIVELY TO SUCH OVERTURES 
IN A LOW KEY aT THIS TIME, I ALSO BELIEVE VERY STRONGLY 
THAT DIRECT US-PRG CONTACT MIGHT MUCH BETTER SERVE OUR 

interest iand Chinese interests) in working to some extent 

TO PRESERVE A SEPARATE GOVERNMENT IN SAIGON, 



2. THIS IS ALSO REALLY FRENCH GOAL, AT LEAST FOR TIME 
BEING, THIS RAISES QUESTION OF WHERE SUCH CONTACTS SHOULD 
TAKE PLACE, BY TOMORROW OR SUND-AY, AS WE NOW KNOW, THERE IS 
QUITE LIKELY TO BE A BIG MlNH GOVERNMENT IN SAIGON. THE 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR, WHO INFORMED ME OF THIS OVERTURE FROM 
THE PRG BEFORE DEPARTMENT GOT AROUND TO DOING SO, THINKS. 

WE COULD EXERT MUCH MORE INFLUENCE BY HAVING SUCH QUIET' 
CONTACTS IN SAIGON AS WELL AS IN PARIS, I AGREE THE HOST 
OF PRACTICAL PROBLEMS - CONTINUING EVACUATION, ETC, CAN' 

BEST BE DEALT WITH HERE WITH A COMBINATION OF INFLUENCE 
ON THE PRG AND ThE NEW SAIGON GOVERNMENT, BOTH HAVING A 
PRESUMED COMMON INTERE5T IN AMELIORATING THE MORE HARSH LINE 
OF HANOI. 

3, THIS EVENING THE P0LI5H AMBASSADOR IS GIVING A RECEPTION. 
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IF THE PRG MAKE ANY OVERTURES, I SHALL IMMEDIATELY REPORT » 

4. I HAVE AN IMMENSE INTEREST IN THE TIME ELEMENT. IF STONE 
LISTENS - REPORTS TO WASHINGTON - WHO RESPOND TO PARIS 

embassy, who arrange meeting with prg who then communicate 

THROUGH HANOI Tu SAIGON, THE OUTCOME IS QUITE LIKELY TO 
HAVE bEEN OVERTAKEN By EVENTS. I AM NOT SURE WE CAN AFFORD 
THE LUXERY OF THE TIMt COST TO FOLLOW THAT PROCEDURE IN ALL 

Cases. ^ 

5, IT SEEMS TO ME THAT WE MAY BE ABLE TO HAVE AN EVEN 
GREATER iNFtUENC BY INSTITUTING CUNTACTS bOTH IN PARIS AND 

IN SAIGON, AND THIS IS THE COURSE I RECOMMEND, THE MORE FORMAL 
CONTACT TU BE CARRltO ON IN PARIS, AND THE DAY-TO-DAY 
CONTACTS DEALING WITH IMMEDIATE OPERATING PROBLEMS BE 
CARRIED ON HERE ON AN AD HOC BASIS, WITH ANYTHING OF A 
POLICY NATURE RECEIVED HERE ONLY AD REFERENDUM TO WASHINGTON, 

MARTIN 
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